
2019 GENERAL ELECTION
VOTER GUIDE

Representation matters -- at all levels of government. Pro-choice women must be 
represented not just in Washington and at the State Capitol, but in government centers 
and city halls across the state. There are critical elections in Minnesota in 2019 and 
Women Winning is proud to have endorsed 34 pro-choice women running for 
County Commissioner, Mayor, City Council, and School Board!

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5th! If there are elections in your area, make a plan 
to vote and use Women Winning’s Voter Guide to make the best choice at the polls!

REGISTER
Whether or not there’s an election in your community, make sure you are registered to vote! 
Visit www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote to check your registration or to register.

MAKE A PLAN
Visit www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us to find out if there are elections in your area in 2019. You can vote early 
between now and November 4th, or you can vote in person on Election Day, November 5th. For all the 
details and to find your polling location, visit www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting.

GET INFORMED
Review our 2019 General Election Voter Guide to see which Women Winning-endorsed candidates will be on 
your ballot. For pro-choice women to WIN, it’s up to us to VOTE for them!

GET OUT THE VOTE
Call, text, and email your family, friends, and neighbors who live in areas with elections to make sure they vote 
on November 5th! Tell them why you're supporting Women Winning-endorsed candidates and share this link 
so your people can find their polling location: www.sos.state.mn.us.
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2019 MINNESOTA ELECTIONS
The municipalities and school districts listed below have regularly scheduled elections in 
2019. If you live in these areas, vote for pro-choice women on November 5th! Visit the 
Secretary of State’s website to find your polling place: www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us.

MUNICIPALITIES
Aurora
Barnesville
Benson
Bloomington*
Dilworth
Duluth*
Falcon Heights
Golden Valley*
Hopkins*
Independence
Lonsdale
Mahtomedi
Minnetonka*
Rushford
Sacred Heart
St. Anthony*
St. Louis Park*
St. Paul*
St. Paul Park
St. Peter*
White Bear Lake
White Township

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Anoka-Hennepin*
Barnesville
Bloomington*
Central
Duluth*
East Central
Eden Prairie
Edina
Fridley
Goodhue
Hastings
Hinckley-Finlayson
Holdingford
Hopkins*
Inver Grove Heights*
Minnetonka
Mounds View
Mountain Lake
Ogilvie
Orono
Richfield
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan

Roseville
Rothsay
Rush City
South Washington County
Spring Lake Park
St. Anthony-New Brighton*
St. Louis Park
St. Paul*
St. Peter
Wayzata
West St. Paul-Mendota Heights-
Eagan
Westonka
White Bear Lake

SPECIAL ELECTIONS
One Women Winning-endorsed candidate, Nicole Joy Frethem, is running in a Special Election for 
Ramsey County Commissioner, District 1. For a complete list of 2019 Special Elections, visit: 
www.sos.state.mn.us/election-administration-campaigns/elections-calendar/special-elections.

*Indicates that one or more Women Winning-endorsed candidates are running for office in this municipality 
or school district in 2019.
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ANOKA-HENNEPIN
Erin Heers-McArdle, School Board, District 1 p. 4

Nicole Hayes, School Board, District 5 p. 4

BLOOMINGTON
Jenna Carter, City Council, At-Large p. 4

Nelly Korman, School Board, At-Large p. 5

Mia Olson, School Board, At-Large p. 5

DULUTH
Emily Larson, Mayor p. 5

Theresa O’Halloran-Johnson, City Council, District 3 p. 6

Janet Kennedy, City Council, District 5 p. 6

Alanna Oswald, School Board, At-Large p.6

GOLDEN VALLEY
Joanie Clausen, City Council, At-Large p. 7

Kimberly Sanberg, City Council, At-Large p. 7

HOPKINS
Shannon Andreson, School Board, At-Large p. 7

Tanya Khan, School Board, At-Large p. 8

Katie O’Shea Pederson, School Board, At-Large p. 8

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
Mary Frances Clardy, School Board, At-Large p. 8

RAMSEY COUNTY
Nicole Joy Frethem, County Board, District 1 p. 10

ST. ANTHONY
Nancy Robinett, Mayor p. 10

Lynne Penke Valdes, School Board, At-Large p. 10

ST. LOUIS PARK
Deb Brinkman, City Council, At-Large p. 11

Nadia Mohamed, City Council, At-Large p. 11

Heather Wilsey, School Board, At-Large p. 11

ST. PAUL
Anika Bowie, City Council, Ward 1 p. 12

Rebecca Noecker, City Council, Ward 2 p. 12

Mitra Jalali Nelson, City Council, Ward 4 p. 12

Amy Brendmoen, City Council, Ward 5 p. 13

Nelsie Yang, City Council, Ward 6 p. 13

Jane Prince, City Council, Ward 7 p. 13

Chauntyll Allen, School Board, At-Large p. 14

Zuki Ellis, School Board, At-Large p. 14

Jessica Kopp, School Board, At-Large p. 14

ST. PETER
Keri Johnson, City Council, Ward 1 p. 14

MINNETONKA
Susan Carter, City Council, At-Large p. 9

Rebecca Schack, City Council, Ward 2 p. 9

Kissy Coakley, City Council, Ward 4 p. 9

CANDIDATES BY DISTRICT
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Erin Heers-McArdle   Anoka-Hennepin School Board, District 1

Nicole Hayes was elected to the Anoka-Hennepin School Board in 2015 and 
is running for re-election in 2019. Nicole is a fierce advocate for children and 
was instrumental in the district’s adoption of its first equity and achievement 
plan. She is passionate about every child having opportunities to reach their 
highest potential and is will work to ensure every student graduates with a 
plan for success. 

Learn more at www.nicole4schools.org.

Erin Heers-McArdle is running for Anoka-Hennepin School Board, District 1 
to be a voice for students, parents, and teachers. Her experiences as a board 
member of a national advocacy organization, a business owner, and a school 
staff member and volunteer give her a unique perspective and the background 
needed to best fulfill the duties of the position.

Learn more at www.erinforschoolboard.com.

Nicole Hayes   Anoka-Hennepin School Board, District 5

Jenna Carter is running for the at-large seat on the Bloomington City Council. 
She brings over a decade of experience as a public health policy professional, 
as well as a mom, wife, neighbor, and volunteer. Jenna decided to run because 
she believes every single person living in her community matters and should 
have the opportunity to live healthy and well. She has spent years working on 
issues like affordable housing and hunger relief, focusing on building bridges 
across difference to create common good solutions and advocating for 
equitable decision-making. Jenna is excited to bring her expertise, passion 
and skill-set to the Bloomington City Council! 

Learn more at www.jennacartermn.com.

Jenna Carter   Bloomington City Council, At-Large
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Nelly Korman   Bloomington School Board, At-Large

Mia Olson is running for Bloomington School Board. Mia has served a 
substitute teacher in the district for 23 years and holds degrees in Child 
Psychology, Early Childhood Education, and Elementary Education. Mia and 
her husband David raised two children who benefitted greatly from a 
Bloomington Public School education and, as a member of the School Board, 
she will work to ensure every student has the same opportunities. Mia will 
combine her teaching experience and inherited passions to advocate for 
students and the Bloomington school community.

Learn more at www.miaforbloomingtonschools.com.

Nelly Korman was elected to the Bloomington School Board in 2011 and is 
running for a third term in 2019. Nelly is an advocate for quality education for 
children of all socioeconomic backgrounds and is committed to ensuring that 
all students have access to equal opportunities. She has been a part of the 
Bloomington community for more than a decade and has three children in 
Bloomington Public Schools. Nelly is the first Latina elected to public office in 
Bloomington. 

Learn more at www.kormanforourschools.com.

Mia Olson   Bloomington School Board, At-Large

Emily Larson was elected Mayor in November 2015 with 72% of the vote –
becoming the first woman to hold Duluth’s top office. Prior to becoming 
Mayor, Emily was President of the Duluth City Council, served as a 
Commissioner on the Duluth Economic Development Authority, and was the 
council conduit to parks and libraries. Her priorities include sustainable 
energy, increasing and improving housing stock, addressing the opioid 
epidemic, developing a stable, long-term streets funding plan, and growing 
Duluth’s robust and unique economy. In her free time, Emily enjoys spending 
time outdoors and admiring Lake Superior with her husband and two sons.

Learn more at www.larsonforduluth.com.

Emily Larson   Duluth Mayor
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Theresa O’Halloran-Johnson   Duluth City Council, District 3

Janet Kennedy is running for District Five Duluth City Council because it’s 
time to make a difference together and build a Western community of 
neighborhoods with opportunities for everyone to live, work, and play. As a 
lifelong resident of Western Duluth, Janet understands that community 
investment begins with the community, and her vision includes building on the 
unique assets in District Five. Her life, work and education have prepared her 
to meet challenges and opportunities as a member of the Duluth City 
Council.

Learn more at www.kennedyforduluth.com.

Theresa O'Halloran-Johnson is running for City Council in Duluth's vibrant 
3rd District. She decided to run for office to bring her skills and talents as a 
social worker and community organizer to the table. Theresa will work to 
elevate those in the district who have no voice, and will speak truth to power. 
She will always walk the walk before talking the talk.

Janet Kennedy   Duluth City Council, District 5

First elected in 2015, Alanna Oswald is running for re-election to the Duluth 
School Board. She passionately represents equity, integrity, and government 
transparency in the Duluth community. Her top priority is equity for students 
and she works to ensure all students receive an education with which they 
are engaged. She is also a strong advocate for mental health and will work to 
guarantee resources for students are available in all schools.

Learn more at www.facebook.com/oswaldforschoolboard.

Alanna Oswald   Duluth School Board, At-Large
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Joanie Clausen   Golden Valley City Council, At-Large

Kimberly Sanberg, a first-time candidate for Golden Valley City Council, is 
running because she believes Golden Valleys is a fantastic place to live and 
that we can make it even better. Kimberly serves on Golden Valley's Open 
Space and Recreation Commission and was a founding member of the 
Golden Valley Pride Festival. She will bring a fresh perspective to challenges 
Golden Valley faces as a community, listen to resident feedback, and work 
collaboratively to move the city forward.

Learn more at www.kimberlyforgv.com.

Joanie Clausen is running for a third term on the Golden Valley City Council. 
In addition to her position on the Council, Joanie has served as Mayor Pro 
Tem and Chair of the Housing Redevelopment Authority, and Liaison to the 
Human Rights, Human Services and Civil Services Commissions, among other 
community roles. Her experience gives her an understanding of where 
Golden Valley comes from, what is important to the community, and in what 
direction the city needs to go. She will continue working to ensure Golden 
Valley remains a vibrant, welcoming, and thriving city.

Learn more at www.clausenforcouncil.com.

Kimberly Sanberg   Golden Valley City Council, At-Large

Shannon Andreson is running for an At-Large seat on the Hopkins School 
Board. As the parent of two students who access services across the 
educational landscape, she has a deep knowledge of the district's strengths 
and ways it can do better. As a member of the Hopkins Legislative Action 
Coalition, Shannon has worked in partnership with the school board and 
administration to advocate for educational policy and funding. A first-time 
candidate, but not a first-time political advocate for district families, she 
knows the district and how to get things done for Hopkins students and 
families.

Learn more at www.voteshannon.org.

Shannon Andreson   Hopkins School Board, At-Large
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Tanya Khan   Hopkins School Board, At-Large

Katie O’Shea Pederson is running for Hopkins School Board. She is the 
parent of two elementary students and her family planted roots in Hopkins 
because they believe it is the best district to educate and empower their 
children. As a member of the School Board, Katie will focus on building the 
district through the Vision 2031 plan, brand awareness, and technology.

Learn more at www.facebook.com/KOPHopkins.

Tanya Khan is running for Hopkins School Board. Tanya’s children have 
attended Hopkins Public Schools and she has worked in the Hopkins School 
system as a substitute teacher and Media Para Specialist for more than seven 
years -- giving her valuable insight and perspective that she will bring to the 
board. She is an active member of the Legislative Action Coalition and has 
worked with the Hopkins School Board to advocate for education policy. 
When elected, she will work to ensure that parents want to send their 
children to Hopkins Public Schools.

Learn more at www.tanyakhan.wixsite.com.

Katie O’Shea Pederson   Hopkins School Board, At-Large

With 23 years of experience as a public schools classroom teacher, Mary 
Frances Clardy will bring invaluable perspective to the Inver Grove Heights 
School Board. Mary Frances is an education expert who holds a Master of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction, has been appointed by the governor 
to the State Board of School Administrators and State Board of Teaching, and 
served as Civil Rights Commissioner for the City of Minneapolis. As a 
member of the school board, she will work to strengthen college and career 
readiness programs and will advocate for accessible, quality Pre-K education 
for all. She will lead with integrity, transparency, accountability, and character.

Learn more at www.clardy4schoolboard.com.

Mary Frances Clardy   Inver Grove Heights School Board, At-Large
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Susan Carter   Minnetonka City Council, At-Large

Rebecca Schack is running for Minnetonka City Council, Ward 2 after being 
appointed to fill the seat in August of 2018. During her time on the Council 
and Minnetonka Planning Commission, she has been an approachable, strong 
leader for all residents. She is running so she can continue to represent the 
community with well-reasoned and informed decision-making to ensure that 
Minnetonka will continue to be a great place to live and work for generations 
to come.

Learn more at www.rebeccaschack.com.

Susan Carter is running for the At-Large Seat B on the Minnetonka City 
Council. She was appointed to the seat in February 2019 and is running to 
fulfill the remainder of the term. Susan is a committed advocate who has 
worked in direct service with women, children, and families. She holds a 
graduate degree in Nonprofit Management and was selected as a Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs Policy Fellow. In 2017 Susan is bringing a fresh 
perspective to Minnetonka that focuses on resident inclusion.

Learn more at www.susancarter.org.

Rebecca Schack   Minnetonka City Council, Ward 2

Kissy Coakley is running for Minnetonka City Council in Ward 4. Kissy has 
spent her career serving others in nonprofit advocacy work, including 
advocating for criminal justice reforms and for victims of domestic abuse. 
Kissy is running for Minnetonka City Council to help create a more diverse, 
sustainable, and equitable Minnetonka for our children, the elderly, and future 
generations.

Learn more at www.votekissy.com.

Kissy Coakley   Minnetonka City Council, Ward 4
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Nicole Joy Frethem   Ramsey County Board, District 1

Nancy Robinett is running for Mayor of St. Anthony on a platform of 
transparency and accountability in city government. An immigration and 
family law attorney, Nancy fights for those seeking to determine their own 
version of the American Dream. As Mayor, Nancy will I will champion 
affordable housing options, promote and further commercial development, 
and actively and intentionally support grassroots community efforts focused 
on sustainability, equity, and social justice.

Learn more at www.nancyforthevillage.com.

A Shoreview resident, mother of two, public servant and law student, Nicole 
Joy Frethem is running for Ramsey County Commissioner in District 1. With 
more than ten years of experience supporting families and children, Nicole 
has served in both the private and public sectors. This combination of 
experiences has shown her the challenges facing families, government, and 
small business. As a county commissioner, Nicole will use her skills, 
knowledge, and abilities to serve her community with transparency and 
respect. Nicole would be the first woman to represent District 1 on the 
Ramsey County board.

Learn more at www.nicolefrethem.com.

Nancy Robinett   St. Anthony Mayor

Lynne Penke Valdes is running for School Board in St. Anthony. As the mother 
of 16 and 8-year-old daughters, she has been actively involved in the school 
and community for years and has an extensive background in education and 
policy. Lynne wants to make sure every child in her district receives a quality 
education and that students and their families feel valued and included in the 
community.

Learn more at www.lynnepenkevaldes.com.

Lynne Penke Valdes   St. Anthony School Board, At-Large
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Deb Brinkman   St. Louis Park City Council, At-Large

Nadia Mohamed is running for St. Louis Park City Council. As a young adult 
and a Muslim woman of color, she will bring a fresh perspective to city 
leadership. Nadia grew up in St. Louis Park and is a graduate of St. Louis Park 
High School. She has served on the St. Louis Park Police Department's 
Multicultural Advisory Committee, helping to connect communities across 
cultures. In 2019, she was a co-recipient of the St. Louis Park Human Rights 
Award. As a Councilmember, she will work to make St. Louis Park a place 
where people can fully participate in their neighborhoods and communities.

Learn more at www.nadiaforslp.org.

After more than 30 years living in St. Louis Park, raising two children who 
attended St. Louis Park schools, and actively participating in the community, 
Deb Brinkman is running for St. Louis Park City Council. Many residents 
know Deb through her involvement with the League of Women Voters, most 
recently serving as president. Deb helped start “Kids Voting” to promote civic 
engagement and led the city’s adoption of Ranked Choice Voting. As a small 
business owner with vast experience as a project manager, Deb knows how 
to actively listen while keeping everyone focused on a shared vision. She has a 
collaborative style, but knows how to advocate for her positions.

Learn more at www.debbrinkman.org.

Nadia Mohamed   St. Louis Park City Council, At-Large

Heather Wilsey is running for St Louis Park School Board. She brings a 
perspective formed by her role as a parent and veteran public school teacher 
who has lived and taught in multiple communities. Heather has been a 
classroom teacher at all K-3 levels, taught students in Gifted & Talented and 
Title I Reading and Math support, and helped develop and teach a classroom 
Spanish program. Her life experiences have shaped her belief that diversity is 
a strength and is enriching for all students.

Learn more at www.heatherwilsey4slp.org.

Heather Wilsey   St. Louis Park School Board, At-Large
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Anika Bowie   St. Paul City Council, Ward 1

Rebecca Noecker is a member of the St. Paul City Council running for re-
election in Ward 2. Rebecca’s inclusive leadership style, progressive vision, and 
proven record of results make her the best candidate for the seat. In her first 
term, she helped raise the minimum wage in St. Paul, ensured all workers have 
paid sick leave, led the creation of the Winter Safe Space emergency shelter, 
supported the conversion of the Pioneer Press building into workforce 
housing, launched the Open for Business initiative, and more.

Learn more at www.rebeccanoecker.com.

Anika Bowie is a civil rights leader and community organizer running for St. 
Paul City Council in Ward 1. She has long-term experience promoting safe 
neighborhoods, access to public resources, and affordable housing for the 
people of St. Paul. As a member of the City Council, Anika will continue to 
advocate for women's rights, criminal justice reform, and inclusive democracy 
from the streets to City Hall.

Learn more at www.anikabowie.com.

Rebecca Noecker   St. Paul City Council, Ward 2

Mitra Jalali Nelson is running for re-election to represent Ward 4 on the St. 
Paul City Council. Since winning a special election in 2018, Mitra has focused 
on addressing the housing crisis, implementing true community-first public 
safety, building community wealth, and creating a more sustainable city that 
takes action on climate. She's excited to continue leading this work as a new 
progressive voice for the community.

Learn more at www.mitranelson.com.

Mitra Jalali Nelson   St. Paul City Council, Ward 4
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Amy Brendmoen   St. Paul City Council, Ward 5

Nelsie Yang is a young progressive leader who's ready to build a future in East 
Side St. Paul fighting for people across race, class, income, and age. Nelsie is a 
daughter of refugees and community organizer who works to create strong 
coalitions that reflect community values. With a bold, responsive, and 
progressive campaign, Nelsie will advocate for the East Side community’s 
needs and dreams, uniting all residents and giving them a voice in City Hall.

Learn more at www.nelsieyang.com.

Amy Brendmoen is running to represent Ward 5 on the St. Paul City Council 
for a third term. She has served as City Council President since 2018. Amy 
knows that St. Paul is a wonderful, growing, changing, vibrant city that also has 
real “big-city” challenges like limited affordable housing, increased levels of gun 
violence, and inequities tied to gender, race and poverty. She is an effective 
leader who engages the diverse members of the Ward 5 community in 
identifying solutions to the challenges facing the city and region. She will 
continue to make bold decisions while valuing and amplifying the great ideas 
and innovations that come from every corner of our community.

Learn more at www.amyforcitycouncil.com.

Nelsie Yang   St. Paul City Council, Ward 6

Jane Prince is seeking re-election to the St. Paul City Council, representing 
Ward 7. After her success in her first term reopening recreation centers for 
kids and families in need, Jane is focusing her efforts on the affordable housing 
crisis and increasing housing development at deeply affordable levels. Jane is 
spearheading an effort to address family and youth homelessness in her ward. 
With a proven record of achievement and her ability to engage the whole 
community, she is the best candidate for this seat.

Learn more at www.janeprincew7.com.

Jane Prince   St. Paul City Council, Ward 7
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Chauntyll Allen   St. Paul School Board, At-Large

Zuki Ellis is running for re-election to the St. Paul School Board. Zuki is a 
collaborator, advocate, and strong supporter of teachers. She has worked  
with the St. Paul Federation of Teachers an d currently serves as the PTO 
chair at J.J. Hill Montessori and a Parent Trainer for the Parent Teacher Home 
Visit Project. She has worked to move the district in the right direction and is 
committed to supporting all St. Paul students. 

Learn more at www.facebook.com/zukiellis.

From the classroom to the community, Chauntyll Allen has spent her lifetime 
building the school to success pipeline. After decades of service to students in 
the schools and youth development in the community, she has launched her 
campaign to join the St. Paul School Board. Chauntyll will bring her unique 
experience as an educator and youth advocate to advocate for trauma-free 
schools, support trades, promote full service community schools, and expand 
culturally-specific curricula.

Learn more at www.chauntyllforschoolboard.com.

Zuki Ellis   St. Paul School Board, At-Large

Jessica Kopp is an educator, parent, and organizer working to connect 
communities and public education in St. Paul. She is running to build a 
radically responsive, welcoming, and accessible district, strengthen 
connections with the City of St. Paul and Ramsey County, support the 
completion of comprehensive program and community asset maps for every 
St. Paul school, and inspire and mobilize communities to invest in the district. 
With more than a decade of experience as an educator, school-based 
advocate, and community organizer, Jessica is prepared to meet the work 
ahead with energy, expertise, and heart.

Learn more at www.jessica4stpaulschools.com.

Jessica Kopp   St. Paul School Board, At-Large
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Keri Johnson   St. Peter City Council, Ward 1

Keri Johnson is running for City Council, Ward 1 in St. Peter, MN. Kerri has a 
strong background as a community volunteer and advocate for equity and 
inclusion, education, and sustainability. She is a service-oriented bridge-builder 
who will listen to her constituents, weigh all perspectives, and find creative 
ways to engage with the St. Peter Community. Kerri and her husband have 
lived in St. Peter for more than five years and have two young children.

Learn more at www.keriforcouncil.com.
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Saint Paul, MN 55114
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